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Chek-in from the fields 

 

What happens to us, researchers in the unknown island after that imaginary dinghy 

disappears permanently on the horizon? 

- Anthropology behind the scenes 

- Public parts of the field diary  

The methodology of cultural anthropology depends on the individual, the field and on the 

given situation. The researcher is a flesh-and-blood human being full of emotions, needs, 

presuppositions, while the field itself is unknown, full of surprises, and not always 

accommodating terrain. The complex experience, that we call research, takes place during the 

monthes long encounter of this two. The process afterwards that yields a relatively unemotional 

study is long and exacting. 

This section presents accounts of personal experiences described in a non-academic way. It 

is intended to introduce the work of the anthropologist in the field from a less formal aspect.  

Here we expect contributions that provide insights into the workflow, opportunity to learn of the 

doubts, insecurities and difficulties encountered, as well as the pleasures, discoveries and 

surprises that researchers come upon during fieldwork; status reports on the development of the 

planned research and of the personal experience. 

Sign-ins section gives an insight into current researches taking place at the Department, as 

well as in this particular field of science; snapshots of long processes fill up its pages. 

 

style:     free and personal 

length:     max. 5 pages 

application and further information: antropolus2016@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT: In the Subject of the message, please specify the title of the 

relevant section. Thank you! 

mailto:antropolus2016@gmail.com
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One-min stories 

 

At the boundary of literature and social science.  

 

The One-min stories section intends to present in a more freestyle writing, how the 

anthropologist ‘works’ in the everyday life, even when not conducting field research. There are 

stories in this section that can illustrate the "anthropological view", how we observe the tiniest 

moments of everyday life outside the field. 

Quoting András Zempléni – whatever you cannot or do not want to write in an 

anthropological study, write it as literature. 

An anthropologist sometimes is like a psychologist, other times a researcher, a linguist, a 

student, a photographer, or a philosopher. But most of all, we must rely on all our senses at the 

same time; for our work is often like a creative art process. This includes the continuous analysis 

of the moments of everyday life, posing questions, formulating thoughts then associating them, 

and last but not least, self-reflection as well. 

We invite passages in this section that present this kind of ‘creative process’ or one of its 

segments. This can be a cleverly formulated explication of an everyday scene, feeling, dialogue, 

thought, or question. What kind of interpretative possibilities arise in a particular situation, and 

where does the stone-mask of ‘certainty’ gets broken? 

 

 

style: free, of course; it can be ‘literary’, 

humorous, objective, etc. 

length:  max. 2 pages, but 10 lines will do, 

too 

application and further information:  antropolus2016@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT: In the Subject of the message, please specify the title of the 

relevant section. Thank you!  

mailto:antropolus2016@gmail.com
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In Focus: Jewish communities and culture 

 

The theme of our Focus column changes from issue to issue. Our chosen topic this time is 

centering on questions related to Jewish culture. This particular field of research has a highly 

diverse, well-rounded, long-standing interdisciplinary and academic background. The aim of 

antro-pólus 2018/2 is to introduce the latest studies, test results, field work experiences, thus 

provide an online publication opportunity of the most current works. 

 

Actual specification of the column’s topic, because of its diversity, does not provide sharp 

guidelines, only suggestions for the possible subjects of the submitted works: 

Rites that determine the everyday life of Jewish communities; 

Determining social processes, community experiences, the role of individuals in developing and 

shaping of Jewish identity;  

Characteristics of minority religious practices;  

Differences between Jewry, such as various groups and practices;  

Israeli bonds;  

Difficulties with which Jewry presently struggles. 

 

Style:      Academic 

Number of pages:    max. 25 

Application and further information: antropolus2016@gmail.com 

 

IMPORTANT: Please, indicate the title of the selected column in the subject of your message. 

Thank you! 
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Methodologies 

 

The ‘specificity’ of the field and the researcher. The role and relationship of the 

researcher. Nature of the research process; the modes of approach and the art of interpretation. 

The nature of the ‘game’ from cognition to understanding. 

The methodology of cultural anthropology is very diverse, situational and individual. The 

methodology itself is an approach, which results in one of the many interpretations of the given 

anthropological research. But how do we interpret the field itself? How is the anthropologist 

present in the ‘field’ of his/her research, what is the relationship between the subject of his/her 

research and the connection between the researcher and the object of research? How the 

anthropologist approaches the complex phenomenon, through cognizance of which he or she 

reaches its understanding, followed by interpretation during the period of the research? 

Likewise, the methodology of all disciplines is varied and each approach produces a 

different kind of material. Quantitative and qualitative researches, although they differ 

fundamentally in their research methodology, can complement each other in order to see a certain 

phenomenon from several perspectives. In support of interdisciplinary research, we also invite 

methodological studies from other disciplines! 

In our Methodologies section, we expect studies examining the methodology of their own 

discipline, as well as those that present an aspect of their research through the demonstration of 

their methodology. 

 

 

style:     case study 

length:     max. 25 pages 

application and further information:  antropolus2016@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT: In the Subject of the message, please specify the title of the 

relevant section. Thank you! 

mailto:antropolus2016@gmail.com
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Snapshots 

 

Snapshots is the photo-essay section of Antro-polus. 

 Snapshots section aims to use visual anthropology tools to present research fields viewed 

from a perspective other than that of the standard studies. With the help of photographs, we can 

show details for which mere words are no longer sufficient. From tiny aspects through detailed 

descriptions, complete stories may come alive in the snapshot photo-essay. 

 The texts accompanying the images can be taken from fieldwork scenes, or from ordinary 

everyday life; there is no such limitation. 

Up to 6 images, or a text of 1500 to 2000 characters (without spaces) can be used for a post. 

There are no restrictions on positioning the images (vertical or horizontal), but we would ask to 

send us the best possible quality pictures. The classical, paper-based versions are welcome to be 

taken by the Faculty of Social Sciences of ELTE and digitized, so it is no problem if anyone has 

material in this form.  

 

 

 

style:  free form 

length:   text of 1500 to 2000 characters (without spaces) 

application and further information:  antropolus2016@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT: In the Subject of the message, please specify the title of the 

relevant section. Thank you! 

mailto:antropolus2016@gmail.com
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Review 

Review section also provides a publishing interface for scientific studies and personal 

texts. The purpose of this section is to inform readers of professional forums, programs, 

conferences as well as introduce books and films related to cultural anthropology and other social 

sciences in the form of high quality reviews, reports and recommendations. 

Cultural anthropology places great emphasis on individual experiences. It is important 

that students gain professional knowledge not only through lectures and class activities, but also 

through real-life experiences. This section provides space to impressions gained in the field of 

science, whether they have been personally experienced, such as attending a conference or a 

professional forum, or based on readings or film experiences. 

 The Review focuses on the color palette of the interpretation of studies, volumes, movies 

and experiences, so we look for articles that explore personal aspects of different books and 

conference experiences. 

 

style:  scientific of personal 

length:  max. 5 pages 

application and further information: antropolus2016@gmail.com   

IMPORTANT: In the Subject of the message, please specify the title of the 

relevant section. Thank you! 
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